
Marion-Polk 
Community Partner Assessment (2024) 

The Community Partner Assessment (CPA) is one of three assessments that support the new 2024
Community Health Assessment (CHA). The CPA identifies the capacities, skills, and strengths
community serving organizations in the Marion-Polk region use to support our local community health
improvement process. The information in this report is then used to pick focus areas for the 2026-
2030 Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP).

Below are some of the important findings from the Community Partner Assessment. To view the full
report, or to learn more about the Marion-Polk Community Health Collaborative, please visit: 
marionpolkcommunityhealth.org

Capacities: The commitment, resources, and ability organizations have. 
Skills: The ability for organizations to implement a particular method. 
Strengths: The practices organizations do particularly well. 

Strong community engagement
and collaboration

All community partners expressed
interest in improving health equity
practices

Mental or behavioral health
identified as top focus area

Communication & Education
identified as top Essential Public
Health Service (EPHS)

Chronic disease identified as
low focus area

Low policy and advocacy skills
such as lobbying, mobilizing,
and writing policy

Low data collection and analysis
skills 

Legal & Regulatory Authority
identified as lowest Essential
Public Health Service (EPHS)

Minimal community engagement
that encourages the community
to drive and own work

Education Access & Services
identified as a community need

Key Findings

https://www.marionpolkcommunityhealth.org/
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Health Topics
Below are the health topics organizations
identified working on. 

67% Mental or behavioral health 
      (e.g. PTSD, anxiety, trauma)

55%  Health insurance 
      (including Medicare/Medicaid)

53%  Immunizations and screening
53% Health equity 
50% Healthcare access/utilization
40% Family/maternal health 
37% Physical activity 
37%  Tobacco and substance use
prevention
32%  Chronic disease

      (not including cancer)
32% Infectious disease
32% Injury and violence prevention
32% Special Supplemental Program for
Women, and Children (WIC)/food stamps
26% HIV/STI prevention
21% Cancer 

Health Equity
Average score of 5.7 indicates how well
organizations are currently doing
implementing equity or health equity
practices. 
Average score of 7.5 indicates where
organizations realistically think they will be
with implementing equity or health equity
practices. 

Policy and Advocacy
Few organizations (18%) identified that
they write or develop policy, mobilize
public opinion, or conduct voter outreach.  

Social Determinants of Health (SDOH)
Click here to learn more about SDOH 

71% are focusing on Healthcare Access and
Quality “a lot” 
58% are focusing on Economic Stability “a lot” 
53% are focusing on Social and Community
Context “a lot” 
45% are focusing on Neighborhood and Built
environment “a lot” 
26% are focusing on Education Access and
Services “a lot” 

Essential Public Health Services (EPHS)
Below are the 10 Essential Services organizations
identified focusing on. 
Click here to learn more about EPHS

84% Communication & Education
84% Community Engagement & Partnership
68% Workforce 
60% Access to Care
53% Policies, Plans, Laws
50% Organizational Infrastructure
47% Assessment
32% Evaluation & Research
29% Investigation of Hazards
16% Legal and Regulatory Authority

Community Engagement 
The Spectrum of Community Engagement is a tool
that identifies the five levels of community
engagement to help communities engage more
effectively with the community. The levels are: inform,
consult, involve, collaborate, and deter to. Below are
the levels organizations identified focusing on. 
Click here to learn more about this tool 

42% Inform 
5.3% Consult
26% Involve 
13% Collaborate
3% Defer to 

Interested in helping identify Marion and Polk
County health and well-being priorities? Be on
the lookout for upcoming community events. 

To view the full CPA Report, visit
www.marionpolkcommunityhealth.org

or scan the QR code. 

https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health
https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health
https://www.cdc.gov/public-health-gateway/php/about/index.html
https://movementstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Spectrum-of-Community-Engagement-to-Ownership.pdf
https://movementstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Spectrum-of-Community-Engagement-to-Ownership.pdf
https://www.marionpolkcommunityhealth.org/

